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Background:  IdleFreePA is a collaboration of three health and environmental Pennsylvania community-based 

organizations (Group Against Smog and Pollution, American Lung Association of the Mid-Atlantic, and Clean Air 
Council) in partnership with Pennsylvania’s Department of Environmental Protection.  IdleFreePA’s goal is to 
educate truck and bus drivers, law enforcement, and the public about Pennsylvania’s Diesel Powered Motor Vehicle 
Idling Act of 2008, which prohibits trucks and buses from idling for more than 5 minutes.   

 

Fuel Costs  
 

 800 million gallons of diesel fuel are lost each year 
due to idling. 

 An average truck consumes between 0.8 and 1.6 
gallons of diesel fuel an hour through idling.   

 One truck can consume 1,400 – 2,800 gallons of fuel 
per year idling 1,800 hours.  That’s between $4,400 
and $8,900 wasted on idling every year! 

 7% of the fuel used by single-unit trucks is wasted 
through idling. 

 Poland Spring instituted an idling reduction incentive program for its fleet, reducing its idling 
from 1,400 hours a month to 380 and resulting in savings of about $20,000 in 2008.   

 
Other Economic Considerations 

 Engine idling for one hour causes the same amount of wear and tear as driving 80 to 120 miles 
on the highway. 

 Engine wear as a result of idling can increase maintenance costs by almost $2,000 per year and 
shorten the life of the engine. 

 The operating life of engine oil is reduced by 75 percent due to prolonged idling – from 600 
engine hours to 150 engine hours. 

 Annually, health costs associated with diesel-related particulate matter in the U.S. is 
approximately $139 billion in 1999 dollars.   

 
You Do The Math! 

 Annual savings = Fuel Cost × Annual Idling × Fuel 
Savings Rate (0.8 gal/hr). 

 If diesel costs $3.20 a gallon and your vehicle idles 
1,800 hours annually, you would save $4,608 per 
year ($3.20 × 1,800 hours × 0. 8 gal/hr = $4,608).  

 
 

 For additional information or if you think you see a violation, call your local law enforcement agency or call PA 
Department of Environmental Protection’s toll-free Citizen Complaint Line at 1-866-255-5158. 

 


